Call for Papers

Urban Burial Culture from the Enlightenment to the early 20th Century 

Until today famous cemeteries such as Père Lachaise in Paris, the Vienna Zentralfriedhof, or Highgate Cemetery in London bear impressive witness to the opulent urban burial culture of the nineteenth century. The international conference called by the German national committee of ICOMOS and to be held in Munich in early November 2005 aims to examine important cemetery reforms and new foundations of that period with special reference to the great city cemeteries of Europe. 

The following aspects are planned: The cemetery as conscious expression of a powerful middle class or of individual groups (artists, scientists/academics etc); production and aesthetics (eg fashions in monuments and tombs; new materials and methods of production; the importance of cemetery sculptures and sculptors); and in particular the present day problem of conservation and restoration. 

Proposals for papers (c. 1 page) are invited from representatives of all disciplines specialising in this field. These should be sent by 31 March 2005 to: ICOMOS Germany, attn. Dr. Claudia Denk and Dr. John Ziesemer, PF 10 02 03, D-80076 München, e-mail: john.ziesemer@blfd.bayern.de.

